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August, 2019 
 
Dear Students and Parents, 
 
I hope this letter finds you well and that you’ve had time to rest, relax, and enjoy these 
warm and sunny summer days.  Here at the school, we’ve been busy with several 
important projects which are underway.  Most visibly, excavation has been completed 
and workers have begun to set the foundation for the forthcoming fabrication lab and 
connecting corridors.  Within the high school, our entire fire alarm system is being 
rewired and replaced, and the old smartboards in all classrooms are being replaced with 
the latest Trutouch screens.  Of course, all these projects are in addition to the 
outstanding work that our custodial team does each summer waxing all the floors, 
painting the walls, and getting the building ready for the students and staff.  These 
ongoing changes, coupled with our transition to a new schedule promise to make the 
new school year an exciting one and I look forward to welcoming everyone back in just a 
few short weeks. 
 
This year, we will introduce a few new members of our staff as well as welcome back an 
old one.  The retirement of Mr. Levy and Mrs. Sucharski’s departure have left two 
important openings.  To fill these positions, we will be joined by Mr. Brian Lotze, who 
take over as the high school band director, and Mrs. Tatiana Dyakina who will be 
teaching Chemistry.  In addition, Ms. Molloy will be covering Mrs. Lazere’s classes while 
she is out on leave this Fall.  We are also excited to welcome back Mrs. Shallo and Mrs. 
Khan, who will both be returning from their respective leaves.  Please join me in 
welcoming these new educators to our school community and working collaboratively 
with them in the year ahead.    
 
There are many opportunities for parents to become involved in the broader high school 
community.  Our Shared Decision Making Team will meet on the third Wednesday of 
each month at 11:30am.  There will be two open seats for parents of 9th graders. If you 
are interested in serving on the SDMC, please email Joanne Connor at 
jconnor@blindbrook.org.  New members will be randomly selected from the pool of 
volunteers at the first meeting on September 20th.   Additional opportunities for 
involvement include the STEAM Committee, Community Coalition, and the PTA.  Beyond 
service on a committee, please consider joining me at one of our principal’s 
conversations where we can discuss school initiatives and the year in general in a less 
formal atmosphere.   
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In preparation for the upcoming year, please review the following: 
 
Guidebook 
The Family Guidebook has been updated and is posted to the high school website.  
Please familiarize yourself with the document as it provides a summary of important 
district policies and procedures to which all members of the school community must 
adhere.   
 
Attendance 
Educational research has shown a strong correlation between attendance and academic 
progress and achievement.  The attendance policy adopted by the Board of Education 
stipulates that except in cases of illness, students will not receive credit for a class in 
which they have been absent more than 18 times in a full-year course or 9 times for an 
alternate day (half-year) course.  This policy is strictly enforced.   
 
Student Parking and Drop-off/Pick-up 
Parking on campus is a privilege reserved for seniors only.  Once they have returned the 
required permission form and obtained a permit, Seniors will be permitted to park on 
campus beginning September 16th.  As there are a limited number of spaces available, 
students are required to share spots.  Only cases of extreme and documented hardship 
will result in the issuance of a single space.   
 
Parents dropping off or picking up students are asked to exercise extreme caution as 
they navigate the lines.  Please form a single line into the property and drop-off/pick-up 
students at the walkway in front of the school.  For everyone’s safety, please heed the 
directions of the security staff monitoring the flow of traffic.  It is important that all 
drivers remain extremely focused while driving on campus to avoid accidents and 
injuries; use of cell phones is prohibited while driving on our campus.  Please be advised 
that parents are not permitted to drop-off/pick-up students at the side loading dock 
area.   
 
Numbered spaces are reserved for faculty, PLEASE do not park in reserved spaces.  
 
Student Schedules 
Student schedules are posted on the Parent Portal.    The schedule was built around 
students’ course selections, therefore schedule changes will only be considered if an 
error has been made, or if the change will not adversely impact other existing classes.  
Please review your schedule to ensure the accuracy of your home address and personal 
information.  Inform the main office of any problems or errors. 
 
Our counseling team will be back during the week of August 26th to answer questions 
regarding students’ programs.  If you or your parent wish to discuss a question or 
concern, please contact the counselor directly as she is the one who is most 
knowledgeable about students’ program needs and requirements for graduation and 
college placement.  Please contact your counselor in advance for an appointment to 
ensure that she is available to meet.  
 



Lockers 
Your locker has been assigned and is included on the schedule.  For security purposes, 
only locks issued by the school may be used.  If you lost your lock, a limited number of 
used locks are available free of charge.  New locks may be purchased for $5.00.  Please 
remember that students may not secure any locker other than the one they have been 
assigned.  If you have a problem with your locker, or need a replacement lock, please 
see Mr. Greenwald in the assistant principal’s office on the second floor.  
 
To Do List 
You should be receiving a mailing with the Emergency Information Card and the Annual 
Health Statement.  Please take a few moments to read and complete the forms as 
indicated.  Your prompt attention to the “Emergency Card” (required for the school 
health office data base) will ensure that we are prepared to meet the medical needs of 
our students.  Please follow the instructions outlined in the letter from the nurse.  If you 
have not received a mailing, please contact Mrs. Joanne Connor at 
jconnor@blindbrook.org. 
 
Additional forms that need to be completed and submitted can be found online at 
https://www.blindbrook.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=8&ModuleInsta
nceID=40&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-
3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=1238&PageID=9  
 
Once again, I’m excited for the year ahead and am looking forward to welcoming 
everyone back on the first day of school, September 5th!  In the interim, I hope that you 
all enjoy these last waning weeks of the summer! 
 

Derek Schuelein 
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